
The Presidents Day Snowstorm 
February 19, 1979: 

An Overview 



1979 



THE BLIZZARD OF FEBRUARY 
 1978 

Just a year earlier 



The February Blizzard of 1978 
3-day forecast 

From Brown and Olson 1978 BAMS 



Some background to the Pres Day Storm 

10-day period ending Feb 18 
Coldest of 20th century 
 
Dulles airport on the 18th 
Low -14o High 8o 

 
 7 days below zero 





Presidents’ Day Snowstorm Snowfall 



February 19, 1979 



850 hPa Sequence 500 hPa Sequence 



Presidents Day Storm Forecast 
The LFM “Ensemble of One”….. 



One Paper…….. 



Led to Another…… 



 
From the internet……..   Eric Rogers……… 
 
 On the anniversary of Lance’s 30 
 years of teachings…..A reminiscence on 
 Lance’s use of cliches……  
 
 
“….For the record, I counted 108 cliches in that 
class, with a daily record of  12 in the last class of  
the semester,  
 
 
in which Lance was dissecting the Uccellini President's 

Day Storm papers with a meat cleaver. “ 
 
AH….a fond memory!!!!! 



Which led to another and another and 
another……. 

http://journals.ametsoc.org/doi/pdf/10.1175/1520-0493(1981)109%3C1542:TPDSOF%3E2.0.CO;2%23page=25


And this is where I will step aside to  
leave it to the main protagonists…. 
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